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Preface
The Dr. FALK Pharma GmbH is celebrating its 50 th anniversary and we are very happy to contribute with our workshop "Liver and Pancreatic Diseases: Consequences of Chronic Alcoholic Consumption" to the success of the IV FALK GASTRO-CONFERENCE. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Falk family, especially Mrs. Ursula Falk for having generously supported great science in hepatology and gastroenterology for half a century.
Alcohol-related disorders account for an enormous part of global mortality and for an even greater part of the life years lost by disabilities due to alcohol consumption. In Europe and the USA, more than 20% of men and approximately 9% of women hospitalized in varying medical departments in general hospitals feature alcohol-related disorders. Especially alcoholic liver disease continues to be a major health problem with respect to both morbidity and mortality.
To enhance the understanding of the molecular mechanisms of alcoholic liver and pancreatic injury a group of international basic and clinical researchers met first in Marina del Rey, California, USA in 2006, and in the following years in Kobe, Japan 2007 , Bilbao, Spain 2008 and Hurghada, Egypt 2009 . The present workshop is the successive meeting of these international symposia on alcoholic liver and pancreatic diseases (ALPD) and cirrhosis.
The workshop starts with two extraordinary opening lectures on the evolutionary origin of alcohol consumption and on the understanding of alcohol dependent liver diseases by means of system biology. In five sessions the latest results of clinical and basic research on the pathomechanisms of alcohol induced damage of liver and pancreas will be presented. In addition, the role of alcohol drinking associated factors in the development of these diseases will be discussed. Further special lectures deal with new advances in the pathophysiology of pancreatitis and with animal models to help unravelling pathways involved in alcohol induced damage.
Both clinicians and basic scientists attending this FALK workshop will learn about the frontiers and future perspectives of treatment of both hepatic and pancreatic diseases. 
Poster Session
Posters will be exhibited on October 5-6, 2010, at the Konzerthaus Freiburg. The authors will be in attendance during coffee and lunch breaks on both days. 
Epidemiology and correlation studies
Admission to Scientific Events
For admission to scientific events your name badge should be clearly visible.
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Congress Report
The congress report of the Falk Workshop "Liver and Pancreatic Diseases: Consequences of Chronic Alcoholic Consumption" will be published in English in the fist half of 2011 in the supplement "Digestive Diseases" by Karger Publishers, Basel, Switzerland.
